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PREFACE. 

—•••— 

1 visited Sltoi^uad in 18SO> during ttie 
8iva~ Chafurdaai foeriTal. From the notes then 
rooorded by nxo, I wrote a paper on tlie Sbrince 
oC tbo place, which was read bofore the Asiatio 
Society of Bengal on the 2nd March, 1881. 
This papor> with some additione and alteratLone, 
is now presontod before the public. 

It was owing to the Idndness of the late 
Pandit Bhairaya Chandra Nyayai’atzm of Chit« 
tagong, that 1 was able to obtain copies of 
some of the sacred writings to which reference 
is made in the following pages. To my old and 
rcrered tutor, Pandit Haris Chandra Kaviiatna, 
of the Preeidency College, my thanks are a^o 
duo for his kindly going through the prooi- 
ahoets, and helping mo with his suggestions. 

A. S. 

Calcutta, Jme lOlh, ie84. 
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SHRINES OF SITAKTJND. 


Sltikund is aa outpost in tUe Polrco cireU of 
Etuniria aUftcbed to tbe Suddor SobdlTiftlon of the 
district of OLittagon^ iu Bengal. It is bounded on 
tbs oast by tbe Sitakund range, on tlie west by tbs 
Bay of Bengal, ou the north and sooth by the Km- 
miria and Morlraserai tbaaas respectively, the popu¬ 
lation by the last Csnsns being 56,581 aonli. 

The oify of the same name (lat. 22*^ 37' 55" j long. 
43' 40"), wbicb is at a distance of 24 miles to the 
north of the Sudder Station, is sot meotiooed hy 
name in the Ayeen Akbery; but it appears to have 
been a place of connderable importance at the time 
when Cbitta^ng first came into the possession of 
the liDglish. Mr. Harry Tarelst, tbe fint Chief of 
Chittagong, who afterwards succeeded Mr. Taueittart 
in the Ooremorship of Bengal, reported bis arriTal 
from this place on the 3rd January, 1751.’** Lord 

* OoUoa’i Kemortndua ea Uie Rarenw SiMrf of Ohifete* 

paa« 6, 
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JPeigDinciitli Tieited it in 1778,* find Sir WUUam 
Jones in l786.t It wad also inapeoted and described 
by Cap tun Fogson ia 1881, t and Sir Joaepb Hooker 
ia ld5d.§ Sitakund still coutinaes to hold its posi* 
tioQ os a placo of note in tbe dishdct. It has a 
moo»bn/<s of its owo, which, though still going hy 
its Dsmf, has, howerer, heen recently remored to an 
adjacent place. The trade of Sitakund is not inoon- 
eiderable, lying os it does on the Grand Ti'oiik Bead 
between Dacca and Chitlagong, which is always fit 
for wheeled tiaific, and being aceessible wllhiu a 
short distance by boats (lu'Onghout the year. Thei^e 
is not eertniuiy a more beantifal place on earth. 
Natnre baa adorned it with all that is sublime and 
beautifol in creation. It is a meet residence for 
gods. The grand mountains, the beautiful water* 
falls, the Tolcanic springs, the clear streams, the 
thick forests, and their conflagrations at night, the 
nnmberlesa odorous flowers, tbe fragrant breese and 
the sweet song of birds,—these no one can forget, 
who has nnoe been tbei’S. 

* LordTaignnooth'sHnn^rt of Sh VilUftiB Jonof, ^oL n,?. 

t Ibid. LeUor from Sir WiUism Jonoe to Ur. Juttoa Hjdo. 

X Pogson'o Kunti?* doriog • Tow to GhAtesgooi), p. S04i. Tbe 
dkt« of Poj^os'e visit t« &iC%kimS» u sitoq hf the lots Dr. OTShAm, 
quoting Oorbyn, iahU p^r on the Thsriul Springs of Izuhn edited 
by hii too, is 1778> (Fwi* p. t9. Put IT, Tol. XIZ. Uemoire of 
the Qeologf^ Barvey of Indie.) But this is not oorreot, as wiU be 
seen from Oeptun Pogeon’e own HemtiTe. le wm Lord Toign. 
month who visitod the pUoe in 1778. 

f HooWt’s His'elayen lournele, TbI. JS, p. 8d& 
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It )B, l20V9?er, from a raligloca point of view, 
tbat tbo pUoo in bold In tho ^reatoat oateem. In 
B&stoni Bongftl, fvbioh is condemoad bj ibe ortho¬ 
dox os the MIoooba conatr^, not visited bj the 
Pdodavas there ia no place so re¬ 

nowned aa Sitakund. It is one of the 51 eaored 
Pithaa (^)>* on which fell scattered the limbs of 
Satf, the consort of Siva, whoso dead hod^ was out 
to pieces hj the discus of Tishna. ''On Ohandra- 
sekhua in Chittagong in Eastern Bengal/’ a^ye tho 
AHpurdnoyf there is a place of gi'eat Banotit 7 > which 

WTBWTr WW II 

Tfir 

F«d« sir Bajft Eedbitvata D9Tft’« SBn3AkBlpa£raiiUk> Tol. in> 

p. 2ieO| ud ToL Ttt, > ?oa (npplensBt) Ui E^tioik. 

5®5Tci isifSroi Wi I 

cfBW 5 !gc*i<ii ^039 n 

wJTreFS trm I 

OT^Tcinr ♦<TwJ» 

Date ot eeapoemoB ot A»»addmmfo2a, 5. 1674b1?6S A. D. 
C31T »C9 ^fk ?C«T ^ i 

c»ft -iw ,at ^ Fftwi ji 
t ^S7f^l¥fk>f ^ TWlOt »9P*I t 

ildiporijia, V%i4. p. 206 CliaadmMkbAn bfiliiSesri 
^ Cm* ObaraA Uookeijob 
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ia fftTOorite anti secret reaort of Use gods.’* “ We 
liaTe heard befoi’S>**tbe Bishis said in the Dwipwdf\fi,* 
**of Bitaknnd situate os the mount of Cbandrasehhara, 
a spring known thionglicat India, which is the pari* 
£er of the three worlds”. “ Ajodhya, Muttra, Mn^a 
(Hurdwar], £«nares> H^uobi (Oonjeverua), Aranti 
(Ojjeln), and Dwdralre—these eeren places are the dU* 
pensere of aalTation. In Beoatce, Maindka, Ekdmra* 
raua (Bbubanesvara), ITailds and Sameru, Sira 
constantlj dwells. l>aring the EoH Tuga,” sajrs 
yjsbnn to bis consort, in the Vdr&Ki 7V»n^,t ** Ohitta- 
gODg is the habitation of the gods.” So again Sira 
said in the Z«n^o Furanayt “ I shall dwell with thee^O 

tfit wfWai^O 

l I I 

t w^nir^ wwT wr?t wr^ Mfwai i 

^ ww wfit^rftwn n 

W ^WTW WIV4i|t« w I 

Ttj t>Hj etffftwfkrwi I 

WTww ^wiwf wiet B 

} '■*'31 I 

liagftPanaa F*i«.p.lOSj OhsodrMeUiira UthU* 
»r* bj TJa4 Chana Uookuiss* 
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fair-fftced one, on Chaodrasekliara ia Bengal for the 
good of men/’ The eanctitj of the sUrineB of 6ita- 
kcnd ia a favourite theme with the writers of 
Puranas and Tantrae, aod passages bearing on the 
subject need not he multipUed. The sbriaes attract 
pilgrims from all parU of Bengal, Bebar, aadOHssa, 
oe also from the North-Western FrOTbcee. TheSivo- 
Ohatnvdasi f eetiTol, oooording to Dr. Hunter,* is at¬ 
tended b^ ten to twenty thoasand pilgrlinB. The mi¬ 
nor gathdring:B, at the eclipses of the aim and moos, 
and at like occasions} number from two to four thou- 
sand devotees. 

The leading works which treat of these ahrinaa 
are (1) Dev^urdnoy (2) Fiirdhi Tank'd, (8) 
mattd Tontra. Passing mention of them may also he 
found in the following works: Jidifxtr&na, Lw^a 
PwroMf A'di Bm^ma Furcna, Ohvsdmcni Tantra, 
Yogvni Tantra, Vhyn Twtxna, Shaviihya ‘Pxvro/Mt, 
Taniraadta, and Kdlim&hdhnya. A passage “ steieiq* 
V I *70 <s HI ^*’iB generally referred to the Amara- 

XsOflta. 1 r Oclebrooke’s excellent edition of the Dio- 
tionary, X searched for the passage in vain, hut 
have succeeded in tracing it to the 2fa}uilmgenara 
Tantra in the prayer of a hundred names addreesed 
to Siva. The exact age, in which the aforesaid 
Tantroa and Fomnas were written, cannot be ascer¬ 
tained. Aocording to Br. Idooier Williams, ** if the 
oldest known Purana is not older than the sixth or 
* 7ii* EutMr's SiMiiCioiU AtoocAt CHiitUfons. p' 


THS eBUTIfBS 09 BlTAKVItt>» 


$ 

fievontli centnryi ao earlior daU can Bcarcoly bo at¬ 
tributed to tUo oldeot biowa Taatra.’^* There is do 
mentioa of Cliittagosgi or of the ebriow of Sitahuod) 
either in the iidmdjrffna, or in the MMhltdrct^. 
AocorCtiDg to Dr. Hanter^t there ie mention in the 
Matter epic of Triloohana, a powerfal king of Tippe- 
rahj who is soppoaed to hare been oontomporary 
yri^k Tndhiehtbitaj but I bare failed to trace it, 
though I come aoroaa two posingea which speak of 
the cocqneet of that kuigdom by Sabadevo nudSfli*- 
fia.{ We also know that the early kings of Tippe- 
rah were ataunob SiTaiteB) and that a portion of the 
expen ees of the Sitaknod shrines ia etill defrayed by 
^eTipperab Eaj.§ Xh*. Hantor[| hns nUo informed > 
us, that 1512 the Tipperah General conquered 
Chitt&gong.*’ Bat wheji these ahrinea, sow so cel^ 

* Dr. Hoaxsr Indian Wisdom, pogo B6L 

t Eunior's 6(4hfttetl AomuC of HiU Tippaah, pago 404. 
t IRf ^TDriWSfljTiVflDH I 

knnt mwwT ^iwwf wwi i 

TWTW ftfWnw WWTrV nil 
^fwwf fbiwc fiSf'infis^ i 

ifrvilTWre 1 II 

fkvimarwrtiiseilrDffTV) \ 

I Saboo Eailae Cbaodia Sinha'a Okreniolee ot Txppocab, p. 0. 

I HiuiMr's 9tMisUc*I Aooonat ot Tippaikb, p,4dS. 
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brftted, vete fint est&blisbed, bos not jet been deter> 
aioed. It is remukable that tbej were oot viaited 
by Hwen Tb8eng,tle Cbmese trareJIer, DOr eyen by 
tbe gi'eat Choi tan j&wbo is known to bare made a 
pilgrimage to all tlie known ebrinee of bia time. 
There con, bowOTer, be no donUt ae to tiieir reoent 
eetobUebment. Most of tbe abricea ore soppoeed to 
b&re become endued with znarit)only ia the Kali ?cga« 
Among tbe epiings roenboaedby Captcun Pogaon in 
18Sl,iaCbandar orObandiaKund, “said to bays vp- 
peared wiCbin (he lost four months/’* In a Hat of 
objects of antiquarian interest issued by tbe Gorem* 
ment of Bongnl» it ia scdd that the temple of 8am> 
bhunatb was built about 450 yeoi's ftgo> and that of 
B&rabaknnda about 400 years ago, but on wbat 
evidence 1 cannot s&y.f 

Sitakund (Spring of Site) derives its najoe from 
Or ap^g consecrated to Sita, the deided heroine of 
tbe tUm^ana. The spring, however, U so longer 
in exlstoace. A. tradition prevails, that there was 
at one time a dispute between the followers of 
Yisbnu aod Siva ahont the possession of tbe spring, 
and that tbe dispute was ref sited for arbitration to 
one Kali Ohann Boy, a aemindar oud dawan ia the 

* OkpiaU Foswb*s dons^ b Toot to OhBtMfBon, 

p. 204. 

f a lAM of the Objoota of laUquBmo Istsrwt ia the tAwer 
ProTOOfri of ocaptled tta BonaiBl SeoretsnM tudar (bo 

ofdon of the Oorernment of lodxo, 1879. 
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locnl Co]i«ctcnt<,* who, it is sftid, c&DSsd tbfi spring 
to 1)0 filled up to tenQis^ito the dittordaco. Aooord> 
ing to onotber occoont, the deetructioo of tbo spring 
wtts effected by the tben Mobunta of Sitakund. 
The present Mohunta informed mo that be bed 
made soTerrU attempts to restore the sacred place, 
but that, tboQgh bo bad dug deep all around the 
site indicated by the sacred books, he coaid find 
no trace of the spring. Bis belief was, that there 
bad been at the place no sneh spring as is described 
in the sacred books, and he told me as a reason for 
this belief, that the place in Question was found 
devoid of all trace of bitumen which was found by 
him in the adjacent hot epriQg 8 .t 

* Eftli Glunn B07 m* dowui of ibo Glultsfosff Ool1c«t«ni« 
from l?fi$ to 1790. Eo ml OQO of tho finoeri wltb wliou Kr. Ood* 
via c«nolod«d tbo SMCleniat la 1774 Ob Uio Stb Juuwiy, l?Se, Ur. 
Oroftii who U that time wu OolWtor of ObitUigoog. lold Ma Hsht, 
titli. (tod lutorat tn the ulasd of UoiMol^ for Bo. 40>IX)0 to HloU 
Oluna Tbe Uttor mi loocoodod re the piopcrtj by Ui widow 

TroMaobaty. who did not dio tall LS96. Sho hod bo ohildron of h«r 
BWB. birt adopted oai Obendy Chora, wbo diod in 1883, loaviag; a 
MB, Shont Oboodar. Sbomt boiog a oiaori tho Mtoto came, on 
Probbobo^e death, ondax the Coort of Wordi. Ghorob Qhondor 
died reooQtly, oad the proeeat aenuodar u bla mv, EoSub CIioa* 
d«r. Fldi Ur. Ootte^e UeaotaadoiB oa the Keronae niatory of 
OhibUe^g, page* ISS'd, end page 2S8. 

f When tbia p«pv waa nod bofOro tbo Aoiatio Goofoty of ficogal, 
Ur. y. Ball fereorleed. tbM thongh it may bo trne tbot ibere Borer 
wea ebot apriog la the loeehty reentioBBd, tbo obsenoe of any treoe 
of UtotnOD WB£ ao proof of ita non.aiiftonoo. Tid* Praoeodiaga of 
the AMtao 6oaie9 of Besgil for Uerob, 1881, page SI. 
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Captain Pogsou daecribed Sitaikond* as of pare 
Kmpidwater,tboagb Binbakanda is the oolj spring 
be acbaolly Tisiied. Ho, bowerer^ eubseqaectl; ob¬ 
tained information of tbo otbei* spiinga, and aant 
a carefal peraon io bring a desorlption and some 
bottlofi of water from each, Tbo following account 
^aoted Captain Pogaonfrom a Qiitettw is notewor- 
tliy :t “ About!wont/ miles to tbe nortli of leiamabad 
IB a remarkablo bot well (named Seetacoond), the sur¬ 
face of wbiob maf be inflamed tbe application of 
firo< Like all other remarkable phenomena of nature, 
it is esteemed sacred hj tbe Hindoos, as is Ulrewise an¬ 
other hoi Bpring near lo Mon ghir.’* As will present- 
\j be seen, the spring of Bitalnud is described in 
the DMipuroM 08 hot-waiered and igneous, wbiob 
agrees witb tbe abore ezh’act from the B at 

ee Sitakund is also the name of tbe oatpoet con¬ 
taining all the gronpa of apiungs and shrines otibe 
localitif, 1 thinlc it Is unsafe to conchido, that the 
epecific spring Sitaknnd osietod ni the time when 
tbe paee^ee ahoTe referred to were written 4 If ibe 

e QapUinPa^On’iN&mtiTdCuiBSftTonrKoOlutA^ltoii, p S04b 
f Ibd, p«gD M. 

} TLp popoIiiT boliof is» ebaJ the spiu)^ at Biloknej t* ctiO In 
In bit fllevor aorel, ChAn^ranaUt nflor Uto god on 
tiiQ ObanCnsaklun hdl, tbo ucMd oOiUon of irluoh oppottod Lut 
Tnse, BoImo Khottx* Pal CheJcnvtrti iMkot ttu) hofo riaU Sito- 

kond (p. SM) In 1S60 B. S, tbat ii, about 20 jwta age ^ 

jiBrsoiu, horroTor, wbo btvs vi^iUA tho plMO, agroo in Mriug Umt 
the apring hw not boon la roetoBw for a anoh lotigor Hma. Buab«^ 
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spring existed in 1881, at the time when Oaptoin 
Pogson wrote hie NarraUve, it mnst hare been de- 
atroyed in recent timee. Bat the doetruction of a 
spring, held in Buoh an esteem hy the Hindooe, wonld 
not hare failed to attract the notice of the Authori¬ 
ties. I a“ aware of any official report regard¬ 
ing the destmotion of the apnng. 

The following nccoanfc is given in the Dcvipwana* 
of the shnne, and of ite dertmofeion ; 

40.41,—The Rishis said: We have heard before of 
Sit^cvmd, situate on the meant of Chandi’asekbara, a 
spring known ibronghont Indio, which is the purifier 
of the three worldfi. If then hast any Idadness for 
nsj 0 eon of knowledge, do thou tell ns of it, and 
thereby dispel our ignorance > for abont thin people 
ask of us. 

d2-8.—The Bata replied: For the performance of 
fcnBa», 6 aatiokSitond,a»bcra 4 20mil««0 O* aortb of OUtt*. 
gOBS. 

• I 

^ f^a i ae i‘ s qww^ i 

n a 

igf^ W7T wTw BTR i 

M B su 

I 

*rWT*lJWWTTW B *X « 


X 
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ablntlou, 0 twioe-born ones, and for the pnriE* 
cation of in^» was mada that spriogj the most secret 
and beautiful) volcamO) deep, bot'-rratered, sarrounded 
bj treee as bj an umbrella, fonning cue continuoua 
grove. 

44.o^lu that lake batihed $iti, born of the Barth, 
with her husband and brother*in*lnw> and devootlj 
c£srdd oblations to her favourite deity. 

46. —>There also bathed the Hons among the twioe** 
bora, as also tbe obiefs of sages and Uunie, who have 
attained perfection, dwelling to the north of it. 

4^...'What account shall 1 give of this spring, the 
most sanctifying of all P I shall only recoontits 
merits: listen to me, 0 most excellent of the twice- 
bora. 

47. —When E&ma, debarred from accessbn to his 
father’s throne, had gone to the hermitage of S'ara- 
bhasga, he went, in accordance with his direction, to 
a dty lying towards the north-east. 

ww wrftrwr ^ > 

wt^wip fwwwrgT i 

wftr i si i 

^ EWs fwrrt i 

Ewrrfti w«r wtwrrti fiwwivTs i ii t 

^ irrHTrwti \ 

wt: a »i 
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4S>9.—Is th&t ei{7 he 9s.w a rerered sa^ rorsed is 
the knowledge of Twlfuu, a Tevitahle ooe^ of know* 
ledge, Iozig*anned, clad in yellow gamente> and with 
matted hair. As eoon M he eaw him, he reTerently 
ealoted him with a meek heait, and enqiiiied of him. 

Why dost thoQ, 0 Lord, lire here flJooe, besrmeai'ed 
with aebes 9” 

60*d 1.—That aage, wh oee whole bod/ was besmeared 
with asbsB, theu opening bis e/es, saw Bama, the 
hoI/» the oterual, the beet of men, acoompanicd h/ 
Site and Lakslimaoa, aud tboa addi’essed Mm: 

62.—” I have heard that thou hast taken th/birth 
in the line of kings, on!/ for our libemtloii from the 
dire bonds of the world. 

66*4,—“ How great is th/fortune, \7ho art followed 

iri»rsrjTT^ i b® q 

ifT ^ «w i 

fww tewf ^ n b< u 

we wwTwtirftwT wgf ^ ^WTww^ i 
wirwa1efWTwp»2 i u.* b 

w^rww rww^ « i 

^ 3 «TwniJwwf?r%«n^ ii i\ t 

Wfw yfrwerrt wr^^KiaswTw; i 

^ 1 %wpw n ^ n 

^^rwT »Wt«n r 

fs^<m b a 

TOrwjnftiwr ^w^ wirt wflTfk!nc • 

^ q Kv Jt 
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V tUia Bitd, bom of tboEaxtb, ^ih bar hik un* 
bound} the dispanaer of salvation^ worahipped eraa 
hy Sira. 

$6,^** On the north aide of the Indian Sao, ^ard u 
a spring baariu^ bar name* wall Icnowzi ihrongbont 
IndU} vbioh ia tba puridoi: of the tbiae worlds. 
Enow her not morale u tb; wife. Yaril; aba is 
Toganidri Ueraolf < 

50.—Deeds cmoccoinpIiaUabld b; thee can aaailj 
be acbierad bj Lor { abe is destined hy tba Pates to 
LnAilUto tb 7 pride (to eclipse thy gloiy). 

57.(30.—“It is tbrongb mj good fortune alone, 0 
Boma, that tbon bast come boro with her. Oa ths 
monnt of Chandrasekhara, south west of this country, 
was built b; Stra, a spring of bar name. Bebold tb at 
spring, Sitaknad, glowing with fire, siluato on the 
west of ^ambbunatb, sontb of Ya^u bills, nor^ of 


wwi fs^Twwwurnf^ i 

WWW rm b la n 

wsffinrpt w% g fwfV^ ftratftnrr ii u.< n 
WW WTfiJWWITW w^nftpwi I 
wr ^<r w ww1^ ^w»i s w I in o 

ww swwi fWiftniw; i 
trwwiiiTwftr^rw^kth ii i® n 
WT^wfiw^ ^ wrwwfew. %w.' I 

wffhsf wT^wTfhwwfwa^ y wt 
5 wwi|[^ wWwiwn i^rifrfam^ I 
WT %sw wwwifk^t« < • b 
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west of the PhalgUj be^ow J^otirmaysk. 
That Sita U thy eheerug consort.'* 

41-8.—Tbas epdalung^ tlio b^ceUent »sge fixed bis 
eyes on them. Greatly wondering) Hama passed tbe 
sight there with his wife and brother, and at dawn, 
visited Ghandmsehhara is tbe company of the well- 
wishing Musi whO) on arriving there> went into the 
spring, and facing the sun chanted the two-lettered 
mantra. 

64-66.—Then, leaving Bema at tbe place, there 
stepped into the spring Bita, the ptimi^ve energy, the 
revealor of tbe seat of Brahma, adored by Aoan- 
ta and other gods, bine as a clond, ever complacent, 
three-eyed, red-lipped and fair-haired, her foniL glow¬ 
ing withfii^e, adorned with eight hands, and snrronnd- 
ed with banner and ohtmara (yak-t^). 

Twin wfwTtt vos< I 

wvTWTWTw i 
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67.-^3tAtiding on tlie mai'girij Ran a Bair Sita iin- 
mersad i&tlieaprmg. Belldrug^tha Gprxng to liara 
das^ojed Ixer, daar to him as life, addressed tbeea 
words to the Musi > 

$8*9.—This spring sball remain in OAstenoe for 
the first lour thousand jears c£ the EeU age, and 
eball after that time vaniah from tbe sight of mas. 
WboeTer ont of derotion will drink the wator, ehali 
obtain tbe same fruit as may be got by umcersios, 
and shall not live asy longer upon earth.’* 

'70-71»—Saying thiS; the foe of Ild7ana went to the 
Mas! bill. Harin g vie wed the lin ga and batbed in the 
Laranfikbya, be gratified the eage with bumble and 
respectful words, and then returned to Ohandra- 
sekliara. 
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72.—ThdEi BfttQB, SeligbU^, started with Sita and 
his hrother, for the han^s of the Godivart. 

According io the above account, Bkoso, having 
visited tbe hermitage of S'arabbanga, bf his direo* 
tiOQ turned towards a north<eMtorn where 

another eage informed him, that on the south-west 
of that citv, there was a saoi^ed spring of the name 
of his oocsort 8ita (Sitakund), who, he woe informed 
to his ffurprise, wne no other than Yoganidra herself. 
Bama is then said to have visited this raring in the 
company of bis wife and bi'other and the loaraod 
sage, rindiag Slta immersed in tbo spiing, whither 
she had gone to bathe without his knowlodgo, Kama 
thoeght she bed been drownod, and cnvsed the 
spring &e the destroyer of the princess. According 
to the maledichon which, be it obseiTed, is notio 
hare immediate effect, the spring would ceue to be 
risible to human eyes, at the end of foor thousand 
years of the fourth age. The Tty^Wa 

is, however, ready with another explanation of the 
origin of the shrine and of its disappearance.* It 
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rel&teB that spriiig wu the scene of the ordeel 
hj fire of Sita> that it wae ezcarnted hf the baud 
of the great Haonisat, and that it was cursed hy 
Site herself M the ute of her sufferings. The 
ozplaaatiou rtscU ia, however, less iui porta at than 
the manner of its uamiion. Slba U not descrihed 
there mei'el; as Togaoidvi herself, or the Primerei 
Sakli or Energy, and Rama the divine hero who 
would curb the pride o£ the Enhshosas. The; are 
the veritable Sapreme Boad, the spiritual guides of 
Bira and bis eonsort who cam e over to the shrine 
to offer iboir oblatione. The spiritual g^ide, accord > 
ing to Hindoo idens> it is well knows, is the embodi- 
menl of the Beit; iUeU on earth. The iTcogmlios 
accordiugl; of Bamfi aud Blta as the spiritual guides 
ofSivaaod his consort is signiJicaat. A trodilion 
has been mentioned above] which atlribates the 
filbog up of the spring to a dispute betweeu the 
Siraites aud Tishnavites. It wonid therefore seem, 
that this second legend was probablj written at a 
period of YishnuTite supremacy. 

• ••••• I 
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EowGTer it oi&y havG been, &put from the cod« 
irftdictorj tiatuve of the two acoormts whidh m ite^lf 
forDishes a strong argusis&t against their autbentd* 
cit 7 , both of them^mtdmallj iocoherent ^nA oon^ 
trodiotorf u thej arfr>>haTe not the impress of the 
high aiithont 7 of Yaimiki, the most ancient writer 
on life and deeds of Earn a, and perhaps the one, 
who In consequence describes them with the nearest 
approach to trath. It is tme that a few places in 
the Ohittagoog 'Dmsios bear tbs name of Bama, 
80 that it might apparently seem that the prince 
bad something or other to do with them. There is, 
for icBtanoe, Bamoo, where it is said Bama com* 
menoed the Setnbandha bridge, but, preferring 
not to enter by the postern gate the capital of 
Bavana {to which the bridge would hare led him, had 
he gone that way), be tnrned round, and constmoted 
a separate bridge at Bamesrara to lead him to the 
front gate of the metropolis of Ceylon. In the Pd/41 
Pun {It^. the nether world), in a carern in hill of 
Cbandras&thto which reference will presently be 
made, a huge stone ia pointed ont as the cooking 
utensil of Sita. Similarly, a place or two is the 
adjoining diatriote of Noakbally and the Hill Tracts, 
may be mentioaed as bearing the name of Bama 
and hia wife. Tbie reason, howerer, does not com> 
mend itself as very conolnsive. Por it ie a fact that 
may be well established by nnmerous uSktanoes, that 
the Bi&bmins took delight in aModating ahrinea 
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with Toaowsed ncbckda ia^ilieir ^ligions histoiy, ia 
DrdOT to do sure ood aoliuice tlieir a&nc Begard* * 

log Buue alone, tline we read of the Doobrajpore 
rooka far off io the district of Beerbkoom, eooflistiog 
of atones that fell off from his aeiial oharioi o& Ini 
return the Him&layae, when ha had gone up 
there to fetch stones for the oonetrootioii of his 
bridge to Ceylon. Adjacent pTacee are show&> as 
where hia wife Site eat aod bathed. A boulder in 
the neighheurbood is also pointed ont, as having 
been caused by Barana's attending a call of nabnreit 
In the same way, Bama’e advent is also claimed for 
the province of Orissa, (wronglj identifying it with 
KithkvrtdKyd mentioned in the Bamayana), where tbs 
Bajah of Cuttack up to time wears a tail in ^ 
pubUo reception a, more as a testimony to his desoest 
from the monkey alliee of the great hero, than by way 
of rindieation of Hr. Darwin’s theory. There are 

* “ 7h« tot tpruiga of htvo attncLed tbonotiAi of ntacj 
Ma?«r«. la tbs au^ori^ of umUoom GbMO romafkafals ootbnnta of 
wa t cT) M % tomporatnro oonndoiably ibove thot of tto wU«rv, or 
orn ^ Cto atawpben la CbQ Mightoubocd, oftaa oharsod with 
▼Brlou gwet aaS osuttuig ifioag odcntra, li4v» boM enSovod by 
tha lap^aebou aad Ignoioct with woi^toai Tirlaot, ta bon b««tt 
^ap^ad to be the reeolt of seme anroeoJeot isterpoeiUoa of di. 
VIM eattgy." Z>r OldLomoaOii Thenud Spnaga of Indio, page l, 
PMi n, TeL ZIS Monona of tiaa Geologioa^ tnrrey of Indie. 

t A IaM ei the ObjOoM of Aatt^unnn Intemt in Uw Inswa Pro. 
idfisoa of Psns^lil^Wmpdftd ot Che Bengal Beeratoiat udor the ox- 
dera of the Ooraramasi of Ix^ia. pagea <i*S. 
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aorei'ftl plftooa thd a use of King 661i, tbd 

blather of Sogriva, wbo waa treacbetooBlj kiUed b^ 
lUmaj SdUMtif a nrerj BulikdnUt, also a rirorj 
& ▼iUflgo. Thera is also ft fesUTal callod 
Bali Tbe Sahdahil^adrwna also menlione 

ft hill ftb the place called KiihJfind/tya* Against this 
ideotificalioD—plausible as it is—is ibo unfortunate 
sitaation of tbe river Pampd (iuMjeorc) ^vbich Kama 
is said to have visited, before entoriugirW2i%n<2^j;d the 
kingdom of tbe monkeys vrhzcli} it would seem, coin* 
oided nearly with the preee&t kingdom of Mjeoi’e. 

It is not improbable, therefore, that tbe above 
legends of Sitakund are another of those rdigio- 
historical foigeries so common all over India. 
Cert^ it is, that Kama’s jonrDe 7 southwards 
was made through the middle of the Dcocan and 
Bot throogh Oiissa and the Coaete, much less 
ikroagb Chittagong and Sltakncd) the following 
being tbe most important places in the hero’s 
iticerorf as described hf Valmiki: tho I'amosi, 
the Vedasruti, the Qomali, tbe Ganges, Bateyadesa* 


Praydga, Chitrakuta, the Mouddkiiu, Dandaka, the 
Godavari, Krauneba, tbe Pampa^ Kisbyamnka, 
Ejsbkiadbya, and Ceylon. There is absolutely no 
menMon, in the great epic of YalmiVi, of Kama 
having gene so far north-eastward as Chittagong, 
after having visited tbe hermitage of Sarabhanga. 

• f l ALiJratpednams, 

p. m, T«i. 1. 
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Th^ sarratiTd of tbla yiait u centred in Oaoto T 
of Boo>: III. Wbeu Bom a was abont to anter the 
hermitogio of tbid be eaw wilb tbe Biehij I&dra 
tbe Dreaded TbunOerer, in all tbe perapbcrnalia of 
bis lii^b office* yrbo dUappeaved OD Rama*a nearer 
approBcb. Bepl^ing toBama’e qnoetion, the Maid 
saidtbftttbe lord of beavec badbeen tobi^benultage 
to escort bim to beaTcn* bat tbettho Mumcoold 
not complj^ mOx bie request sod leare tbe eartb, 
before seeing llama, to 'wboia be offered all the 
merits of bis long penaoce so that the prince by 
Tivtno of iUem might ascend to beareo. Rama, of 
course, declined tlie gift, and )eqaested tbo sage 
to point ont a meet place for bis Lome. Tbe follow¬ 
ing is Me reply: 

<< Satiksbn&’s woodland borne is near, 

A glorious saiut of life austere, 

True to the path of dnty j be 
With highest bliss will prosper thee. 

Agaiost tbe stream thy course mast be 
Of this fair brook Handikini, 

Whereoa light rafts bice blossoms glide i 
Then to bis cottage turn aside. 

There hes thy patb, but, ere thon go, 

Look on me, dear one, till 1 throw 
Aside this mould that girds me in 
As casts the snake bis withered ekia.**^ 

« Qrifflbh*! StmkTUia, Tol in, Boole in, Odnto T, Pog« SI. 
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On thd Bag9 giTiog up tbe gbost, the dbq 
wlio dwdlfe an>Qiid Soebcd to Bama, and solicited 
liis protection agaiaat the ttaVebaeae} ivhioh he 
readily granted. We now come to the Serenth 
Canto in which Bama U then made to viait this 
hermitage of Sutfhabna. After the exchange of 
proper greetings Bama said : 

** fiat B.OW 0 eaint, I pray thee tell 
Where 1 witbm this wood may dwell, 

Bor 1 by Sai^abhuiga old 
The eon of Gotama, wae told 
That tboQ in erery lore art wise 
And seest all with thy loving eyea.'* 

In reply to this, the sage begged Bama to take up 
hie abode at bia hermitage. Bama paeaed the night 
there. On toe following moraiug he asked leave of 
tbe sage, and prayed for hie permiaeion to explore 
the Dandaka. The sage answered ae follows: 

“ Go with thy brother, Rama, go, 

Forvue thy path untoaohed by woe: 

Go with thy faithfnl Site, she 
Stall like a shadow follows thee. 

Boom Daudak wood observing well 
The pleasant homea where bermite dwell, 

Fuk sainte whose ordered souls adhere 
To pen^ce rites and vows auetere.^t 

* GriflfiVs BuoATasa Vol IS, Book Ourtc TH, Pag* 28. 
t Qnffiib's Auujiiim HI, Book m, Ouiio TIIT, Pago SB. 
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TKxis it id eUar, that there ia no mention wLaterer 
in the Samayaiia, of Kama haring passed tbiongh 
Chittagong on hie way downwards to the Deooazi> 
The geographical poeition itself of Chittagong and 
of the Godarari (to tbe banke of which Kama in the 
ahoTO legend is aaid to hare bent hie way on leariog 
Chittagong), renders it quite Improbable. The attri* 
bation of the ordeal by Ere of Sita to a hotspring 
is not a new idea.* The Sitaktind of Monghyr is 
similarly oredited with being tbe ecene of the same 
ordealj which, it ia scarcely necenary to say, really 
took place at Ceylon, if the father of Aryan poetry 
is to be beliered. The principle of human nature 
which led to this religious fabtncation, is not, however, 
inexplicable. ** 1 think It is in Macedon,” reasoned 
nuellen,t ‘‘whei^e Alexander is pom. I tell you 
captain,—if you look in the maps of tbe ’orld, 1 
warrant, you sail find in the comparisops petween 
Macedon and Moo mouth, that the situaUons, look 
you, is poth like. There is a river in Macedon; 
and there is aleo moreover a river at Monmouth; 

* In p. SOe. Ptfi I, Tol. Avil of thi J<r8TDBl of tlie 
fiodoCr of Boasal. QobwaI Qnonffigham mentusoj • iprin^ o«Ued 
Bitaknad in Xolet, irbiob ii oino mJot £roin Swan, and fin trom 
UfiuU. In Ur. E^onoM^s aooofini of kho TiutcIb in 007100, of a 
AkMT ntaed Fmm Pooir ^ 8e,To1. V of th« Aeiado BoMMObco), 
U 19 «taM that ‘^oartrareUtt •!&*«• tbatUa^PS ^ ^ 

prooeeded ca to a ctotloo oiJUd where Semn pleeod hJe 

wife Boetn on the ocomIod of Ini war wi& her nrieher ILeTea.’* 

t Bhekeepeore, IIeni7 T, Aot IV, Bcote TII. 
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it is csUod Wye &fc Monmoistti; put it is out of mj 
priiris, wbat is tbd nuns of the other river j put it is 
all oae, *tis abke as aj fingers is to 017 fingers, and 
there is salinoas in both." 

3t is Dot a little remarkahle, that Sitekond, the 
jiaue of a spring which, do matter wUsther it exist¬ 
ed or Dot, DOW crista no longer, should (^uous a non 
Jucsndo) give its name to tlie oniposi, and turpaas 
thdsanoundiDg ehriuee in fame. Perhaps duriog a 
period of tempoi'Si’j Vishunvils snproDjacy, it ma.y 
have heeu iiidiBcriminataly used for, and nay have 
eventaally suppjnntcd, Panthah of a which, acoordiDf 
to the sacred books, coabain all the holy shrines of 
the place, like the i'oncholrroK of Benarea, it 
strstohss ever 5 kroaea (or 20 miles) round the village 
of Sitaktmd, being bounded* on tho east by the 
Mandakuii, od the weal by TyasakuDda, on the south 
by Birabakunda and oq the north .by the Cham- 
paha Porast. This laud called Panchakrola," said 
Ti 8 hnu,t “ is the cause of tfao holy Nirvana. Many a 
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fipriog is cODtalned in \% moat sacred and deligbtfiU 
to me.’’ Bj f&r the moat frequented of these ahriaee 
arc Yjiackundat B^rabskand&j Larsn^kbja, and the 
temples of Chandrui&tli and ^amhhunatb. 

The following account is giren in Dmpimma^ 
of the origin of the shrines of Ohandraaath and of 
Tjasakunda. 

26-27.-^'* Do thou tell ns, 0 chief of tbeBrnhmina," 
said the Eisbis, ** whj Bifa^ forsaking Sari and EailaS; 
resides here in secrecy 9 Whj he said, * I shall dwell 
on the mount of Cbandrasekhara in the Kali Tuga^’ 
and why thy preceptor remains there, abandoning 
all else 9*’ 

28-29.—In days of yore,” the Snta replied, '* see> 
ingthe three worlds animate and inanimate, perraded 
by the sea of ourd, and uxud creed in the waters of 
oausabioD, the three-eyed lordly spirit oreated Brah* 
mi aiid Tiahau lor the pnrposee of creation. 
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30*81.—Thus created, th 67 , infatoated with 
romt^, cooBidered tliemselres supreme, and genitor 
even of tbe iromb from whleb thej themaelTefi bad 
epmng. Bren in hUf Telepresence tbej spoke slifht- 
ingly of Mm. Then Idle god, dleappearing, became 
an image 6f light. 

82>85.^<EVom the ekj be then addressed the igno¬ 
rant gods thus : * 0 lotne-bora, of the thirteen Ungoe 
planted in Eisi and other places, I have spoken to 
jou of twelve. Only one I hare concealed from 
thee. During the Zali 7nga, 0 lotus-born, I shall 
dwell there with Ffirvatt. There le no doubt of this. 
Do thou follow ns thither with the neTer-djing gods.' 
Thus sajing, Sira with Umil Tanisbed from their 
eight, and went to that place. 
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36*87.—£7ou now the lingft may be Men tbere> 
called Harag&ufi. Tbe atnleu place remained very 
secret in the first three ages. Fov tlie weal of man, 
tbs bull-drawn god dwells in the Fall Tiiga in tUat 
aaered place witb the nerer-dying cues.*’ 

Haring thns premised the pi'esence in the e&ered 
place> of Sira and his consort, of Brahmt, Tiahnii, 
and other gods, the story then runs ae follows: 

88.-«Odo 6 on a time Yjosa, the son of ParfiB'ara, 
the aahdner of Us paesious, began to praotiae 
8eceii(Min in the company of the wise residents of 
E/ui (BeoaTes), full of beatitude, knowing the 
Supreme Spirit, and wearing matted hair. 

S9*4S.^Soeing him the son of Hatsyagandbd, of 
nnknovni lineage, caste, and character, seated with 
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tbeissdivea oc tUd eamd seat, divelUog in the 
eaice bolf place, althongK he was Ter; wise, the 
ornament of the eagee, liJte tinto Tiahnu himself, the 
ire of the holy dwellei’S was ronsed against Tyasa. 

43.44.—Pull of jealons;, Bbiign addresaed to him 
the following words : Who orb thou 9 Whence dost 
thou come 9 Whosa eon and of what famil; art 
thonP Where didst thon former?; dwell P Speak 
the truth/' 

45.46.—Yyasa replied s 1 am the son of Parasa* 
ra b; Matajagandhi. I hare come here to aee jon, 
and to worship the god Vlsvanath. 1 would dwell 
With ;ou, 0 eagea of good aotiona. Let a seat 
amongst ;0Q be granted to me/* 

47-48.—WbiJe he waa ^us speaking, T;aaa was 
interrupted h; Bhrigu with these osgiy and nnseeml; 
words: ^'Hear, 0 70 Mnnis, the account of bis 
wtr ww: o S 
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birili, aod i'hotx too, the eon of MAtoyagaadht, the 
diagracd of thy family, listen to my fforde. 

49-58.—While thy mother, begotten of a fish a«d 
with a fishy smell, wss a fen*j«woman in the 
Jumna, Parosam one day came to the banh of the 
riTor end entered her boat. To the Monies sight 
ahe immediately appc&xed to be endowed with beaoly 
and grace, breathiug perfome, a sonl-rarbhing maid 
of sixteen. Boeing her, tho Muni became full of 
desire. Thou art the offspring of this union, and 
art neither a Ennda, nor a Golaka. Eow can at 
thcupresnme to practise asceticism with ns? Go 
to thy own proper place. Thon ehouldst not tarty 
here for a moment.” 

64'06.—Hearing these insulting words, Tyasa, the 
son of Satyavati and Parasara, hsing irate, thought 
of sacrificing himself to Sira (thus making Sira 
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guiXty of his death), and said, 0 vile aod false 
SiTa, holder of the trident, hlue^throated, and bide> 
garmented, ythj dost then appear AHva or in- 
acspioioQs to me ? Wbj dost tbon bareee me so 
often ? This ^tsry day I n ill I care this place/* 

87.—When be the enbdner of bis passions >ra8 so 
minded, the buU-di’ftwn and blno-tbroated god 
made himself manifest to him the chief of the wise 
men, and spohe as follows: 

53-60^*^ Ceites thou art a potion of mine, 0 snb- 
dner of tby passions, and lecuood in the cause of 
things. There is a seat of mine on Mount Chandra- 
sehhara, very secret, and unatlainable erea by the 
gods. There in Cbandraeehbara I will always reside 
in the Eali Toga with ITma. 
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61*68.— Know, 0 Sfvge, that OhandraBekUara sor- 
parses all other aaored places. It is ooTered on aJl 
sides with braaches oi trees, whioh protect ithom 
tbs BQQ oad raia. The lokilat sin^ there with sweet 
woioe. la the recesses o£ the forest dwell the 
sages, ibeii* looks probing the Inmost Cause of the 
anirensi Biahcculand other gods bathe there da^ 
and night; and in the hermitages dwell the Bisbis, 
Tahshas, Onndharras, oad Bhairaroe. lo that foi^est 
ave trees with flowers and fiaita of the six aea- 
sOQS. The forest itaelf is in one place weiy deep and 
secret, tvad in auothev place rooky, like the moon half- 
eclipsed. Oo the south-west of the forest, 0 sab- 
dner of thy passions, is the Sindhn (the Ocean), the 
£mg of all HrtJuis, to whose embrace the aaored 
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Gaiig» offBTB Uorself, led bj fib^girathft. Ae tUe 
BimaJaja is dear to me, so ie Cbaodresebbara. 
There abaU I, 0 Moni, dvrell with the ^de.'' 

Thoe ioetvuctiiig^Tyaaa, the god tben made biot* 
self manifest to kirn ia bis own proper form whloh 
is described at length in the text. 

7d-78 .—** la bis onn form, 0 Miinie, bo then said 
to Tjaea \ ** Go there, 0 most excellent of sages, sub¬ 
duer of thj passions, where 1 sb&ll dwell with Ucoa. 
Tbon sbalt attain ^ tbj desu’es; hare no doixbt 
aboat tby eacoess. That seat of mine is the girer 
of be&l^ and wealth, nad after death, of salvation. 
There also dwells therioe-giring Aunapurna, delight¬ 
ing in rice and nectar. In this seal of perfection 
shall I dwell, the lord of Farrati.*’ 6 d 7 ix)g this to 
the Mnni, the god disappeared. 
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7^SI.*^Ab Nirada had asMaded tli$ SrieaiJA hill, 
even eoirentTTaaa, the aou of Satyavati, to Chandra- 

aekhara, hearing these words of 8ivE. 7hereh6 began 
to praotue aaoetioiem, bis mind alwajs ooncentrated 
In meditatioD, repeating tho dve-lettered mantra, 
soffietimee covered with snow, eometiinee near a fii’O, 
aometimes fasting altogether, absorbed in PrdnCydma, 
all his thoughts devoted to the meditation on god> 
82.—Pleased at seeing him so devoted^ the Self* 
created thon appeared to him. “ Aeh for a boon,*’ 
be said, “ 0 subduer of thy pauions.*’ 

88-85.—Having heard this, Vyasa then replied 
with folded bonds—When the hlnnis residing at 
Hasj spoke scornfully to me, it was by thy connuand 
0 Lord, that I come here. Dwell tbou here, as was 
thy cocnmand while in Zosi. This is the dear boon 
that 1 ask of thee." 
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86'87.^''Do tliou, 0 sage,*’ tUe god &Q8w«red» 
“ mnftin on iiid ncimi Ohdndr&ieVbtkra M(a the 
ocetti, as the guardian deit^ of thU hoi; place, and 
nahe thyself the saTioni of the three worlds hj 
planting otot it all the Hrifiaa, snoU m Gaya and 
others, that exist on the face of the earth, Hay all 
ihj desires be snocesefol.'' 

88-89.—With these words, the god, while yet lo the 
presence of Yyaeo, pierced the earth with bis trident. 
Then there aioso a spring foil of water, with igneous 
hrillianoe in the interior, and eorered with smoko. 

80-dB.—Debghted at this sight, Vyasa assomed the 
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form of Btono, &Dd became absorbed ifi meditaticm oa 
itfi west side. "Bren now be maj be eeea tbere> two-< 
banded^ wearing the eacred tbi^ead, and clotted baiTi 
clothed in dea’-ekiji) the ezpoeitor of Tirtne and 
vice, ’(vho, churning the ocean o£ Tedio literatore 
with the rod of his knowledge, for the hrst time 
explained the whole univene aocordiog to the dictum 
of the Vedas. I«et him punij the world.” 

Such wae the origin of the shrine of Chandranath 
and of Vyasukunda. As itf the legend of Sitakund 
the spring ie to vanish from human sight at the end 
of four tkousnnd jears of the Eali Vuga, so in this 
legend also the ehrinee are to be manifest to human 
ey^ at the comineacdment of the same Tnga. In 
both caeoB, great oatnes in hlsiorj bare been 
brought forward to father the founda^on of the 
shrines. Eaina) it is known, is the deified hero of 
the Bamayana. Vyasa, according to the late 
Shetring,* has two or three teznplee dedicated to 
him in Benares i but he is izot geneially considered 
to be a deified hero. Nevertheless, no name is so 
distiuguiehed in the whole field of Indian history 
08 the name of this sage. To him is ascribed the 
compilalaon of the Vedas and Furanas. To him 
Is attributed the fatherhood of the fathers of the 
Kauravas and the Pindavas. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that the sage sbonld have been made to 
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piftj tlae pfkrfc tbcki he b&e been nede to pl&f in tbe 
foregpifig pMsa^e. This, however, is not the first 
time, that be has been ei'edited with the ambitioii of 
fouQcUsg ft ebrme. Tba Anna^man^ala relates 
ft like attempt on his part. Expelled by Bira 
from Eosi (Benares), Vyasa began to practise 
extremely mortifyiog austerities, m the hope of rais¬ 
ing a shrioe that would, in every respoet, eurpaea the 
Kali of Siva lie bad woU nigh succeeded in his 
object, when Uzna, Siva’s consort, ode day appeared 
before him in tbe guise of an old, deaf, and decrepit 
woman, and asked him what merit a man would 
acquire by dyiag at hie UriAa. Tyasa replied that 
the man would obtain salvation. But stall the old 
woman pretended not to hare heard hie answer^ 
and repeated the question again and again, Yexed 
at this, Yyasa said that the man would beoome an 
ess, who died there. Sira’s consort, then assuming 
her own form, said so be it,” and vanished from tbe 
place.* The later attempt of Yyasa to found a ifri/ia 
in Obittagong appears to have been mere successful. 
He not only succeeds in conciliating Siva^ but also 
< obtains from him the much-desired boon. Doidioa, 
0 sage,” the god is made to have said, remain on 
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Ishd mount Chandraaekhara near the oc^an, as the 
goai'dian deity of this holy p!ace» and make tbjaelf the 
aaTiou of the three worlds h; planting over it all the 
Urihoi, Buoli as Gaya and others, that exist on the face 
of the earth I Uay all thy desires be aucoesafol.'* 

The pilgrim to the shrines of 8itaktmd generally 
takes up hie quarters at the lodging-houses of the 
i.dhik^rie, a class of Brahmins, who send cot 
emissaviee called Pdndfis to almost erery district of 
the I«ower ProTincee, in order to persuade people to 
nndertake a pilgrim^fe to these ahnnes. These 
Pfindfis aerra as guides to the pilgrims, and, in the 
shape of remuueratiou, get from the Adhikaris their 
paaSQge-moDey as well as a portion, generally the 
fourth part, of their erentaal gaio; for the Adhi* 
karis, besides the rent of the lodging-houses, also 
reoeiro whateTsr the pilgrica offers to the gods, 
clothes, cows, horses, palkis, silrer and gold orna¬ 
ments,—the bar or the rising cess, wbioh coneiste 
of eight annas only noder the Diatrloi lilagUtrate’s 
orders, being paid to the MohunU for the m^nte- 
nance of the shrines. The earnings of the Adhikaris 
arerage Rs. 5,000, and sometimes rise to Bs. 10,000. 
They hare now-a-days found competitors in people « 
of other castee, who also hare set op lodging- 
houses of their own. The most opulent Adbikaiia 
are Ramabari Adhikari, Cbandioaekhara Adblkari, 
Goplnath Adlukari, and Akbil Obandra Adhikari. 
Hinduism is, however, at a discount iu Ohitte^ong. 
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Tbd Bfabmins that oia^ be foand there, ore 
eei*teiDl 7 sot the ornnmeQia of the leai'ned olaee. 
Some ezoelleot rules were fracied bj Mv. Eirktrood, 
lately Magistrate of Cliittagong, for the eonstmction 
And Tontilatloii of the lodging-hooaee. These, together 
with a hospital eiectod near the local hasar, have 
served to prevent the spread o£ disease which, in 
former days, need to original e and spread around, 
from the laigo concoui'se of pooplo that assombled 
at the ntXas. The Adhikaris have now to take ont 
hoenses fi'om the Magistrate to lodge pilgrims, which 
are refused, if their lodgiag>houace do not conform 
with the prescribed rules. 

Sditling lamaelf in one of these lodgirig>housee, 
the pilgrim proceeds to bathe in the yy6tfikwn,Afi 
refemdto above. This is a small took, 120 x DO 
hands, full of zcud aud shrubs, the water beiog so 
impure that one would abhor the touch of it. I was 
informed that, smell os the tank was, it was believed 
that no one could swim across it, or throw a etoue from 
one side of it to the other. After bathin g iu the Ktmdo. 
which, however, does not iudicate any signs of being 
of an igneous nature ae related in tho legend trans¬ 
mit lated above, the pilgrim makes offeriugs to the Baia 
(FwM Xndica) tree, underseath which Yyasa is sud to 
have performed the Aavamedha eaorihoe.* This tree 
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tepresents the primerfil Bata tree, tinder which the 
great Vishnu rested before the creation. It eerres as 
the veiiiahle ” door-keeper ” o£ the god Chandranath, 
and is the presiding dei^ of the plain belotr.* It is 
said nerer to grow cdd, and to fiower in adl seasons 
for theworsbip of the god. The pUgrizn throws upon 
the tree-ddtx clods of earth, of which it is said to 
be Terj fond, and circnmambnlates it. The temple 
of Yjosa is pointed otit, lying on the margin of the 
spring in a very dilapidated state. 

Thence the pdgfriia proceeds to the temple of 
S'cmlkun^hf or Srajambbanith, the Self'Created 
Lord. As jon proceed, the mount Chondraaekhcbra 
appears before you in foil majcs^. Ton feel a 
presence. No wonder that they said that the gods 
resided there. Are the Huois eUE meditating the;e 
on God, under the tall pine-trees P Are the gode and 
nymphs dmporling themeelTOS on the htUochs 9 AU 
the old Hindn associations force themeelyea on yon 
despite yonr Western edncation. The feeling, how- 
srer, fades away, when yon come to the site of the 
Sitiknnd mentioned above. According to the 7anihi 
Tantn't there are fire Eondas at this place cah^ 
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S^t^^Jnndaf lUmakundaj Lahfmaturkundaf Brisha- 
kunda and NiiOhihinda. SiUkun^, oa i^elfttod abord^ 
20 no bn^er in oxiatooce. Szooll iioba afo, boivever, 
pointed ont 00 the otbsr Saados. Near tbera, in 
as old tompb ate the imagea oi iUma, SiU, asd 
Lakabm&tia. These aie atoee fig:ore9» rerj aTFkvrardl^ 
done, nnlike 61 ie graoeful idols of CaJ cotta. 

JyoHi'ma^a consists of dickering toagces of toI* 
conic fiomes in the viglit side of the ascent to the 
temple of S'ambbnn&tb. The flameS; it is said, dis¬ 
appear oltogethor at the tonch of the impions. 
When vFe visited dyotirmaya, we found that it had 
been cozopbtelf put cot; and it was not till ^e 
Mohnata of Sitahandf who was acting u onr ciceron0> 
brought another light m contact with It, that the 
tongfues Gould be lighted again, It is aaid that the 
damee move about from place to place, sometimeB 
appearing in the temple of S^ambhanatb, eomettmes 
in other places, and at timee burn a whole forest. 
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Hid Mohmiia tcld us that, on oca oocMion w\ea ha 
was combg down irom tbs tsupla of ChaxLd7aaaib> 
ba was orerliaksa and scorched hj damea which 
soddenlj appeared in gre^t forcsj on the wa^ between 
him and the temple of S'embhcoath. TTheQ we 
Tieited ChandTasekhara, we f onnd that a oonsider* 
able portion of the foreat on both sidea of our wa/j 
had been tecen^j burnt downb/ the fire. Some 
portion or other of the range of aoniiiaine always 
exhibits traces of the llamea. At night, we witnessed 
an extenslTd condagraticn on a distant hillock. Lord 
Teignmouth was probably referring to iTyobrmaya, 
when he wrote the following \ '* On the side of a bill 
distant ahont three roilee from the borning well 
(Sarabakunda), there is a spot of gronnd, of a few 
feet only in dimensions, from which dashes of £re 
bnrat on stamping strongly with the foot. The ap> 
pearance of this apoi reeembled that of earth on 
which a dre had been kindlod. X do not recollect 
whether it was hot to the tonch.’^* 

The linga the aelf-orsated lord, is 

said to form part of the body of the hill. A 
tradition is told that one of the kiogs of Tipperah 
made great endesroura to dig it oat from the ehmst 
in order to omry it oyer to his capital, bat without 
euooess. Ee was directed, it is added, by the g>od to 
content himself with the goddess Tiiporfsondari, 
whom he accordingly took over to his kiogdom. 
s Tfori Tefgunooni’e Uasioira cf 6ir TfiUiSB Jooer, Td 11. p. 
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In tb8 hi 8 Un 7 of Tip^ei^ab written "by Btvl^oo Eailfts 
Cbnadm Slnha,* wd cortainlf read of 'king Eum^rn 
baviog gone to visit a lli^a in STtmalanagoTj whieh 
the ’hutorian considers to be ideatical with Chit- ' 
t^oog. We also read of hie grandsoo king 
Taksharao, who was a devont worshipper of SiTa> 
bnt had failed to obtain a son tbrcagh the in- 
fliience oi tbe god, having wounded the god in hie 
feet. Offended at this treatment, the god is said to 
have left Tipperab. Bat it is also related that king 
Takeharao then piopi^ated the irate god with a 
human saciidce, and got two sons bj Ids iafln- 
euoe« It is not impossible, that this statement 
may have cosnezion with the attempt to transplant 
the linga S'ambbnn&th; bnt an old officer belonging 
to the Chltfcagoog OoUectorate informed me, that the 
belief that the linga formed part of the body of the 
xaonnt was groandles8»~~it being a movable stoue 
having artifiolaliy imprinted on it in wax the marks 
oi natural Bogahoodt'-^nd that the temple was par* 
posely kept dark to avoid detection. Mr. Caapersz, 
the Assistant Magistrate, who was deputed in 1879 
to Buperintend the Siva ChaMtrdati mela, proposed 

* B«bn £4iUi CtaoSn SlnWi OtrMiolai of Tfppotii, p. S« 

nfbww n 

Fide p. 2(7 Qf Vb* PrlaiiiMbiiif, 



Tss easmss of BirxEUrrD. & 

to tlid District Magistrate the owning of an aper- 
iore in tbe dome, to serro as a ekjligbt irhioh 
wo old proTCnt people from looking in, M weU aa 
giro light and air. The welUmeaut suggestion 
could not, I believe, be carried out, ae it wsa 
ceoeBfi(U 7 to avoid wbat might hare been misun¬ 
derstood ta uncalled for interference on the pait 
of Gorcrnmeut Tho temple of S^ambhuntth was 
erected down below in the plateau of the hill, as the 
ascent to that of Cliandranath is not practicable 
throughout the year, etpeciallj in the rainy season 
which is somewhat long in that part of the country, 
owing to its being billy. It consists of two apart- 
ai6Tits» In the outer apartment are the Bbairara, 
Kama, Site, Lakshmano, Hanumot, AnQapiii'a& and 
others. The presiding deity is ia the inoei* apartment, 
and is of course, very superior. “ The sight of the 
face of Kramodiaa (another name of ^amhliundth) 
saves one from future birth."* The linga is of a 
cyliudrioal form, about four inches in diameter, and 
rising about five inches from a oone, the base of 
which has bean walled around. 

In the court>yard of the main temple of STambbu- 
ntth are many minor shrines crumbUug to decay. 
There ia s temple of the dread consort of 
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Biva; a naodir of Jagam/ti^ afid BddAd Knthna} 
sod ffiounf Qmtr^ihana bo woU knovn in Brind&T&aa. 
CiosB ^7 BTO tbo eigUt Bbaiiavas, and tbe banal places 
of BOQie of tbd IfobuataB of Sitakand. On the left, 
after pasBing S ambbao4tb, is a soored epHug with 
pu6M sidoB oalled whiah is coondered 

equal ui merit to the famous sbriod at Ga 7 a,-^^here 
the pilgrim abaTes and bathes, aud offers oblatiODS 
to the maues of bis ancestors. Prooeedmg upwards, 
tba path becomes a mere track, with so attempt at 
being a regular rood snch os leads up to S'ambhu- 
nath. We aow come iotho base of mount CAandro- 
uAAare. The grand etaircase-^oonsieting of about 
S76 steps, and generally supposed to bare been 
boilt bj one of tbe kioguof Tipperah>~which brings 
the pilgrim to the temple of Cliandrandih at the top 
of the Chandrasekhara hill, is giving way a little 
here and there; and iiiiUes repwed in time, will 
render the asoent more difionlt in future than in 
the days before their oonstmciion. Obandrase* 
kbara* is the highest peak in OLittagong, being 
1155 feet in height, and is situate in the centre of 
the Sitakucd range which, commenoing from the 

• oteadnmAtt la tte noiae ct tto god. Tbo peak b eellod 
QheBdwnekhar*. 16 U a]eo eometiBiM eallsd OlAttdgmUb, Dr. 
Ewtar eleo «*a» K ObmdaiUk. aithoogh OhanSuatk b oaellior 
asms «l Srra, I kare n«Ttt keerU ike hill ceUed bj tUai niao. li 
a, hcpwerecp no^ 6o oie Ohaadmukth and biakund w STionyBiost 
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northern ead of the Sadder atation of the dirtrlot, 
rone without .interruption to Tipperab, panilel to 
tbe Qrand Tranh Boad. la ihe Nvrifana-iantra* it ie 
mezitioned as one of the ZuJoparvatcu or pnnoipel 
mountoiaa of India. WUeoa in his DictioxiaT 7 erro* 
aeonalj plaeee it in Arntcan. In the hill of Site* 
kaad tbeie is a atone of two deecriptioDa, one appo* 
rentlj of Tolcanio formaiioo, and porooa, the other 
aoUd containing iron.” The hill la ** formed of a 
stratum inoUiied at an angle of 50^ north-east aod 
south-west; of hard ola/ in pUeos; and in others of 
sandstone. The surface is generoltj covered with 
)oam; hut on the southern slopes of all the outskirtiDg 
hills, it is red sandstone or sand.t*’ The origin^ 
temple on thin peak, huilt hj a king of Tipperah, fell 
down in the cyclone of 1843, when the present 
atrootore, whioh is of smaller dimensions, was erect¬ 
ed by Bam Suudat Sen, a rich merchant, who has 
sinoe fallen from his high estate. The temple bos 
little pretensions to artisMo beauty. But the view 
around the peak was exceedingly beautiful. A ship 
that was sailing far off in the Bay of Bengal, appeaN 
ed like a bird slowly dying on the hoiiaon. The 
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aecont of iho lull itself, it is said, gives e^vatiou.* 
Tbe god, however, is ea ordinarf lioga. Sitakaod 
was, aa stated before, visited Sir Joseph Hooker. 
The foZlomng is an extract from the aoconnt given 
bjlumm pago 552 of ToL 11 of hU Hiranlajaa 
Jouriials: ** The road to the topped Seetakned leads 
along a most heaatlfal vdUe;, and then winds tip a 
oliS that is iu sian^ places ^most precipitous, the 
ascent being partly by steps cat in the rook of whioh 
there are 560 (P). The mountain ia very saoied, and 
thei'S is a latge Brahmbi temple on its daok; and 
near the base a perpetual dame bursts oat of the 
rock» This we were anxious to examine, and were 
axtremely disappointed to find it a small vertical 
bole in a slaty rock, with a lateral one below for a 
diuught, and that it is daily supplied by pious pil* 
grime and Brahmins with snob enormous quontidee 
of ghee (liquid butter), that it is to all intents and 
purposes an artificial lamp} no trace of natural 
phenomena being discoverable/’ 1 do not know to 
what flame Dr. Hooker thus alludes. Jyotirmaya is 
at foot of the bill, and is also visited by pious 
pilgrims. But there can be no doubt that it is a 
natural phenomenon. 

In order* to visit Virv^^Jukoy a phallic symbol of 
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8 ira (euuUar to C&andraiiQ.tK and SambUnnatby 
meationad abOTe), in a tempb eitaated midway dotm 
the descant from Cbirndneekbara^ the pilgrim da» 
eeends h/ a north-fisst route. Maa^ prooeed to Oban- 
dranatb after Tieitiag Timpilnba. The ascent to 
this temple from the foot of the monntein is not a 
pleaeant nftalt. Sotaetimee yon have to take nlon? 
leap, holding in your hand the frail root of an old 
tree. If it gives way, you are at once preolpitated 
into tile abyss below, which eeems unfathomable. 
On hie way to Chandmnath from Tivnpakeha, the 
pilgrim vleite VnaltoH SwaUiifja in a picfcoreeQae 
spot called Pdidia Pan, or the nether world, corered 
with gi^een foliage, and full of the beauties of natars. 
The undulations in the rocky sorface of the cave, 
drenched with water issuing from the sides of it, 
are pointed ont as UnaVott or 9Q lace of Siraa. 
Wbat Mr. Sb erring said of its prototype in Beoares 
applies to this t “ The actnal namber ont oiit on 
ths superficies of the stone Is not more than a few 
hundred; hut the Hindoos are not parkiavLlar in 
their defini^on of numbers.”* Descending from 
Virupilrsha, we meet the former rood again at the 
MandMU, This stream is coo eiders d io be ideoti- 
os2 with ths river in LaaTeo of the same name. 
It is said that the Gauges on starting from the 
Him&laya divided itself into three streams, one 
running through heaven called Mandskhit, another 
• Bawriag*! Sacred Ci^r oj Um Qiodoos, p. 100. 
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Sowing OD OBiTth caUod Gangi, and the tliird Blioga> 
whicli is in tho nether world. The water of the 
stream is certainly yerj dear, oool, and sweet. 

Of the other shrines, Bdra^kunda is a roloanic 
well. Zt is about three miles’ jonmey sooth wards 
from the Sitalrand and is situated in the 

eame range of hiUa. B&raba fire, aeoording to ancient 
mythology,* originated from the anger of the Muni 
Awva, whose mothdi’’B womh was about to be ripped 
open by the Kshatriyes. It was deposited in the 
bed of the sea, to present it from burning the 
three worlds. It U stated in the Varahi Taa\i/r<x^ that 
Baraba is the Teritable fire which sprang from the 
third eye of Siva and destroyed Eima, and that it 
is to bum down the three worlds at the dual aimihi> 
lation. The same Tantra also relates that the spring 
e four cubits square, with tepid water, and th at the 
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fira oonauta of sorsn flames.* The foUoinng ao- 
conot of the spring is given by Lord Teignmootih if 
** The burning well is situsted about twsntj-two miles 
from Ohatig&n, at the twcnlnatlon of a vallej sur* 
Toonded by hillsi. 1 visited it ia 1773, and, from 
thcUwH^, am enabled to give the following aooount 
of it:-^h9 shape of the well, or rather reservoir, is 
oblong, about eiz feet by four, and the depth does 
not exceed twelve feet. Tho water, wHohis always 
cold, is supplied by a spits g, and thore is a conduit 
fov oarrjing off ths euperfluity { a part of the 
surface of the well, about a fourth, is covered with 
brick-work, wbich Is nearly ignited by tbe flames, 
which flash without interinisBlon from the surface of 
the water. It would appear that an inflammable 
vapour escapes through the water, which takes Are 
on contact with the external air j the perpetuity of 
the flame is occasioned by tbe ignited brick-work 
us, without this, mnoh of the vapour would escape 
without ooiiflagration. This was proved by taking 
away the covering of brlok-work after the ezhno- 
^on of the heat, by throwing upon it the water of 
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tbd well. The flames atiU eontincidd to burst for^ 
from the surface, but with momentarj inteitDiBsiooe 
and the rapour waa always inioediate]/ kindled bj 
holding a candle at a email divtanoe from the 
lurfacc of the water. A piece of ailTOr placed in 
the Qooduit for oari^ing ofl the superfluoua water, 
wu discoloured in a few minutes, and on isfuBion 
of tea gate a dark tinge to the water.'' 

Compare with the above. Captain Fogaon’s deiorip* 
tloD of the spring—In front is a hnildlng about 
thirty feet square, over the spring; the descent to it, 
b; a flight of stops, is about flfteeu feet; the rising 
heat was like that of a hot bath. Flamea, lo snoces* 
sire flashes, were playing on the surface of the 
water, which, from a eolnmn of perpetually rising 
bubbles, appeared to be boiling, The air they ooa- 
tained, ignited os it cams in contact with an orcn* 
like furnace, whiob the flames fed, and roudered, on 
one side rod-hot. The heat of this self-ignited 
fomace rendered the surface of the water tepid, but 
it is naturally cold. In order to condense, and 
thereby perpetuate, the flames, about one-half of 
the spring is built over, with an aperture in the 
centre of the aroh, through whiob, looking from the 
terrace above, the flames are seen playing on the 
water. Feraone bathing, took is their hands and 
on their clothes the water with the flame buroiug 
on it. The uncovered part is a square of less than 
five feet, and the covered part about the same di- 
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mensicms. The wat«r is braciish, stilphureoDs^ aad 
chalybeate* A serrant di'auk os much of it as he 
could hold ia both h&uds united, twice filled, aud 
wueo eeverely pur^d, that he itmained hobi&d, and 

l&id down un^ its effects went off.^e water 

of the Balwa kooud has an exhilarating effect^ 
occasione a slight headache, and a seosatiou of 
fulness, which goon go off. Its effects are diureho, 
slightly aperient, and oreatire of hunger.’** 

The well outsido the ffuuda, formed by water 
sssulng from the spring, is colled Sdtikunda. Here 
the devotee fiist bathes and purines himself. He 
then bathes in the Bdrabslninda itself inside, and 
offers hsl leaves and dowers to the flames to appease 
the borniug god. It is said that at each offer of 
the he2 leaves and flowers, the god roars louder to ex¬ 
press hie satisfaction. Close by are Dadhibltoirwa >* 
the temple of JvalakUi j and the spring of Kwrviri. 

i.t a nearly umilor distance and similarly eltnoted 
is Lavanihhyoy the Nuolnkka of C&pt^ Pogwu 
andtheNaldalaEhyaof Statistical Report of 165$*9» 
which differs from Barobakunds in the weakness t>£ 
its flame and in the inoreased snltsess of its water. 
The salt*water ia used for cooking purposes, though 
it ia said that the salt oannot be oUminated from 
the water. A tradition prevails that this wsa tested 

• 0sp(,j^ Pes«en^s NirrMiT« doruj Tour to CiuUasMa, 

p. tot. 
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Mr. Hairej* wbeo lie was Collector of Cliitt^ 
gcflg, and tbat ho acoordingly discbargod ,80md 
persons an'ssted for iilieii maiiEfftctnra of salt* 
Tbs water, it is said, oures goitre. Around Lava* 
nikbjaare tbs following: Dadhikv,nday asmoil well 
fed hj tbe stream issning from LaTan&khja ■, Qitrv* 
d^vanh Another Jyothmaye; BraJma SiMda, a Lot 
BpHng on iba top of a small bill, east of LaTaod- 
kbja; iSWr^/aiundo, a phenomenon similoi io Lara- 
n&kh^a and Birabakaiida.t Near LaTanikU/a a 
plaoe ia shown as where tbo right arm of Sabi, the 
oonsort of Sira, fell, cnt bj the discos of Tisbnn. 
But no idol ia seen there, and it ie not held in the 
same reneration as£ilighat, KdmSkL^i, and Bimilar 
places. 

Br. Oldham thna epitomises Oaptajn Pogson: 
“There are soren other sprlnga witbln a circle of 

• Ur. John IdjUi Hfifvcjr wai OoUmIct ot CbUtogonp from 
1881 U> 1$87, With short mbonntBSiciai, during irhioh ho ooliod os 
OonoDisiioQSr of (ho Division. r*ds Ur, Oolton's Uoroortiidfun 
oa the llerefioo tSsfa g y of OhiUee^i PP-118-121, 
t Then we Uohujjtae st tbo (iemi>lo of SWaibhoaeth, Dirabe* 
kBudA, and LereallrhTik Of tbe Uohimtivcf fiemhbansUi 

is th« riohosS end the best woU'kaoirB. Bo li ^{onortU/ ooUed Uia 
Hohimte of fiit&lnmd. Tbo prssobt Uoliont* of SiMVinid, whoso 
ia Ria, or Bob, ii * joosig Fentlonmn ot osoollout tnumorsi 
lAd of aood odncotion. Ho is slso fcho Uohnntn of Adlnoth. Is 
lAs aUnd of Udsool. Of Idkis tbs umo itorj is M]d os of 
tbM ot ToldT&BStb, nsor D«ogbw, Tho Kohtmiss hovo to Mko % 
▼ofr ot osHbooF, ud are sooo oa dod bj their pibdpil diseiploi. 
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six miles> c&lled Knolokka (L&TaDikhja)^ Koofkree 
(Euniri Eimd), Dadhee (Dadbi), Barm a (Brsbma), 
Saiiij (Sfirja), Chuid’or (OhacOra), aad Be«ia (Slta). 
Kuolukka is wavm, Taponr ignites on the application 

of flame, Bsliue} Eooai'ee is hot, saline, eulpbarecos, 
and olialyheate j vapour ignites. Badhee, water is 
cold, salt. Burma (Bribma 9) vorj Lot and ealtisb, 
slight!; chal;l>eate, vapoar igoites. CLandnr o; 
Ohrmderia on a hill, salt and exceedingly Lot (* said 
to Lave appeared witliln the last four montLa ’) 
ignites; 8oeta is pure and limpid.*^* 

From Lavan&khja the pilgrim proceeds to iSoAeera- 
dMrd, a cataract. The water falls beautifully in thin 
streame, so os to form a natural 8Lowei‘'batb, from 
a height of about 400 feet. This is by far the 
most picturesque and romantic o£ all the vaiious and 
wonderful sights of Sitahund. It is oustomar; for 
pilgrims to stand under it. The water of SaLasra- 
dhird ii considered to be Siva himself. One cannot 
forget the bath at Sahssradhdri. It is said, that os 
the woids *'bom bom/' which axe peculiar to Biva, 
being pronounced, the water falls with gradaolL; 
iscreasing force. 

The places noted befoie are those generally visited 
b; pilgrims. There are many others, for the 2oca2a 
of which the cuticus and the leligiotis will refer to 
the Tanira, the Bradshaw of the shrines of 

e Konuniv of Uio OeoIogiMl Sorroyof India, Vol. 7IS, Fart 13) 
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Sitokund. Prom wbat baa boon sud above, tUo 
reader who bu - had patience to follow iia to the 
and of this book, will, it iatmeted, bo oonvioced of 
the recent charaoter of these shrines. 7here is a 
enstained effort to plant on this place all the tirikai 
whioli are held in esteem b 7 the Hindoos. For the 
most famous shrines of Benares, of Gaya, of Brlnda- 
ran, of Puri, and other places, mlniatore tirihat are 
pointed out in Sitahnnd.* The remarkable phsno* 
men a which nature pi^esents in the place, have mdod 
the fabrication of superstitious iatorpolations and 
forgeries. Xhe sacred wiitinge, which have been 
quoted before, bear evident* indications of the alter¬ 
nate Bopremacy of the Biraites and the Vishnuvi- 
tes, and of the gradual mulUplication of the shrines 
esteemed by eaeh sect. But the belief in tiieir 
sacredneas is dim, deep-rooted, and universal. A 
man who holds a different opinion, is locked npon 
as irreUgious and saeiilsgious, even in Chittagong, 
where Hindooisin is at a discount. Whether on 
account of their recent establishment, or from any 
other cause, the shrines have not received atten¬ 
tion at the hands of the autiqoariau and the scien- 

* Than noma tclw so Md ef pluM oallad Zbp. SS 

0414 a^d footoMat 16 hao alraadj baaa lUted tha6 thoM am throo S 
noro Bitakoada. baiidaa tha Slh^cud tp Cbietis;oi^f, vm., ihoao a& 
UosfbjT, EalaCi and O 07 I 9 B. 1b pago* ud 85 ol ToL X7I of 
Oan&tBghan** AnhiaoleglMl Raport, thora la wawHftn gf aootlior 
SliAkimd litiiAta ob bba Blvar Oaodak lu Tirbia. 
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tivt. In tlieee pnges they bare been described by 
• laym&n. But the actiqa&riaji end the scientist 
will be able to aecevtain tUe time when these ehrines 
were first established, and how they gradnally ex¬ 
panded. They will be able to ucernnn the efiect 
of the waters of the sererol epria^a, and analyse 
the medicinal rirtnes, wbioh they arebelieTed to 
possess. They will be able to nsceitain the extant 
of the Hindoo ooonpatlon of the district) and of its 
conqoest hy the Un^ of Tipperah. They will, b 
short, he able to complete Uie ancient history of 
Ohifcii^ng, wMoh is now so meagre and nnsatis- 
factory. « 
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